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“Practical Thcology ~ Absolute Truth(Fathers Dag 2017)
HaPP3 Fat[‘lcr’s D33

Top 8 ﬂings You may never heara DAD say ©

. Wc” how about that...]’M LOST‘ ]___oolcs like we'll have to stop & ask for directions.

You know Fumpkin, now that you're 13 = ] think you are rcady for uncﬁqperonec/ car

dates.

. Here’'s the remote ~ ‘turn that game off, / cam’t wait to see 535 Yes to the Press @

Your mom and ] are going away for the weekend~ here’s

the lccgs to my car, drive it like you stole it ©
Well, | don’t know what’s wrong with your car. Frobably one of those doo—-hickcy

thingics ~ you know that makes it run or something Just have it towed to a

mcchanic anc] Pag whatcvcr l"lC as‘(s.

No sclmc—rcsPccting son of mine is going to ive under my roof without an earring;

now quit whining and let’s go to the Mall.

50 wl')g did you go get ajob? ] make Plentg of money for both of us to sPend.

Honcy 3oujus’c rest ~yourmot/§cr &/ love éc/ng at your beckoned call ©

Happg Fathcr"s Dag

At WKCC we are big fans of dads that are faithtful to Goaﬁ—)[a/t/n[u/ to their families-

and tI—»osc who get up and go to work cvcrgday!

. if you have the privilege of being a dad, stand-up and allow us to recognize you ©

Lets Frag. -

Dacls carry a lot of wcigl'lt on their shoulders...there are hcavy demands Placcd on us...

and not many good YouTubc video’s on how to be a god|3 dad.



50, ] thought todag we would a//’gr around in (70d's wordto see what advice our

J.

Hcavcn]g Father offers us on bcing a godlg dad.
Buildingwl_aying a Strong Foundation

A. Jesus ends his Sermon on the Mount with one of the best known Parab]cs in ScriPturcA He

B.

contrasts a wise man who built his house upon rock with a foolish man who built bis on sand
Cverg Familiar)
® Ma’ctl—lcw 7:24-29 or P 758

*— Our Familiaritg with the story, Eowevcr, can cause us to assume we grasp Jesus’

C.

1)

2)

3)

D.

intent. Many of us have learned the foolish man reprcsentcc/ non—CAr/St/}ans.

A\ closer examination of the story and its contextreveals somcthing different.

Tl'u: Parablc is about two houses that appear to be the same; the

onlg difference exists below the surface.

Jcsus is not ComPari ng (hristians and non-(_hristians;

he is contrasting two kinds of Professlbg Christians—the genuine and the false.

Theg appear the same. As John Stott said, “501‘/7
read the 5/[)/@, goto church, listen to sermons and buy Christian lterature.

Tl’\e reason you often cannot tell the difference between

them is that the deep foundations of their lves are hidden from view.”

The Parablc reminds and warns us that the most imPortant tl-ning about us, what defines our
fife and dcsting, is hidden from the view of others.

*— Jcsus says it is the secret, hidden realitg upon which we construct our iclentitg that matters

most.



As ] have been thinking of the young dads in our midst— l’m
reminded there is notl—]ing more signhcicant than who we are (when no one is ]ooking)

than aying a godly foundation and Jeaving a godly legacy for our loved ones.

FRIOR]T] E_S ( that c/cscn}otivc{y Picturc) what it looks like to. ..

” LAY a g’oo//q foundation AND LEA\/E_ a goal/q /cgacq{:or ourloved ones

A1t Prioritg in laying a godly Foundation & leaving a godly legacy = onor GOD

B. Fracticai Thco]ogy LOOKﬁ L//< [ in real time (rubbcr hits the road)

1) TEACH them to trust in the ARSO! (1T TKE]T T of God's Word

2) AB5OLUTF_ TRUTH — 50mct/7/ng that is true at all times in a//‘ placcs and has

relevance for our lives — is about as extinct as the dinosaur.

5) Ncarjg three out of four Americans say there’s no such t/7/ng absolute, truth.

a. ®Psalm33.40r p- 427
b. NOTHING more Practicai in thco[ogg than your child obscrving your
TRUST IN GOD = in actions and words.
4) TE_ACH your child these (3) indisPutablc truths
a. 1 Gocl’s Word lcads us to salvation = ® Komans %:22-25 or p- 859

L. 2nd (God's Word directs us to wisdom = ® Proverbs 2: 1-8 or p-482

c. 5“1 the ScriPturcs alone gives peace = ® John 14 27 orp. 824



Ferha s the most desired possession in the world is eace, butit
P P P
can on]g be found in the | ord.

C. CZ)) Picccs of encouragements for Parcnts toclag:

a. 1% =Never underestimate the Providcncc of God.

"‘- T he doctrine of divine Providcncc asserts that (God isin complc’cc control of all

things. Heis sovereign over the universe as a whole (Fsalm 10%:19)

“T[lc LOKD has made the heavens his t/1ronc; from there he rules over every tfn’ng.”

*’ BE ENCOU KAGED- the storg isn’t over. Don’t get discourage = don’t throw
in the towel. Tlﬂe sovereign hand of Gocl is still workingl

b, 2rd= Never underestimate the sig,ni{:icancc ofa disciplc.
*— Who you are bccoming as a clisciplc of Christ = most important aspect oxcgour
legac5-50me of us come from humble beginnings, obscure Places.

Remain faithful to God and listen to f'iis word as His sPirit speaks to 9ou1

c. 3=NEVERTOOILATETOSTART. (mg older brother Scott
reminded me the first time he ever heard my dad pray =55 years old!

D. 2™ Priorit9 in Jaging a godlg foundation & ]caving a godly lcgacg = Honor
FAMILY

"*— Fractical .rhco]ogy [ OOK S ] JKE inreal time (rubbcr hits the road)




1) 2 best gi{:t you can give your child/children is to honor their mother

i E_Phcsians 5:25 says, “/7'u5[>anc/5 must /ovcﬂour wives W/t/ne same
love (_hrist showed the church.”

i. Cultivate unselfishness in your marriage —~ Pe wi”ing to serve your

SPOUSC & PlaCC 3our)camil3’s ﬂCCdS above gour own.

2) Godlg dads find authentic ways to connect with their child/children. Here
are | WO QUESTIONS you should know about your child/children:

i. #1 [Joware my Lids rca/[g cfo/qg“.’

v We can’tjust look at our kids’ outward appearance. We need to also pay attention to their

inward condition. [ Jow’s their mood? [Jow are thcg doing emotiona”g?

v DONT GET TIRED..even when you are whiPPcd...hang tufft

i. #2 Am [ connecting with my kids on a a’ccp Jevel?

v Paul Faulkner in his book, ‘Achieving Success w-out [Failing your [Family’ describes a
5pccch where his daughtcr was in attendance.

v FPaul Faulkner was quite a successful insurance executive. ©..in the middle of his talk he
had turned to her and asked, <Sweetheart, do you remember the time | won the million
dollar roundtable three years in a row? She said | don’t think so.

V" Then he asked ‘Well do you remember when we used to have those Dairy Queen
dates. She smiled and said of course.”

v And then he turned to the audience to make the point that daughters don’t
remember when you sell a million dollars worth of insurance, but they do
remember sPccial dates!

v (Godly dads understand that there will always be more time to make money but there

will not always be time to take your childona sPccial date.



F. SO WHY is it so critical to HONOR GOD 173

laying a godly foundation and leaving a godly legacy:

*— The story ochonathan [ dwards is an examplc of what some sociologists call the
"(5) generation rule.” How a parent raises their child influences not only their child

but the [ourgcncratfons to follow. What fathers c{o, in other worcls, will reach through

the next five gcncrations. Thc cxamplc OFJonathan E_clwarcls showsjust how rich

that Iegacy can be.

*— BCIjamfn B Warf;'c/d of Frinceton has charted the 1,394 known descendents of |~ dwards.

O{: his known descendents there were 1 3 coucgc Prcsidcnts, 65 coucgc Promccssors,
§qudgcs, 100 lawgcrs, 60 Phgsicians, 75 army and navy officers, 100 pastors, 60 authors of
Promincncc, 3 Unitcc] Statcs senators, 80 Public servants in other caPacitics including

governors and ministers to Forcign countries, and one vicc~Prcsic|cnt of the United States.

i— But the (5) Gcncration Kulc works both ways. ]F we fail to work at being good

Fatlﬂers, our ncg]cct can P!aguc generations. Consider the case of Max Jukes, a

contcmporarg of Edwards. As an aclult, Jukes had a c/r/}véihgprob/em that cht him

from Holding a steadgjob. [t also éc:pt him from showing much concernfor his wife and

children. e would disappear sometimes for clags and return drunk. [Je made little
time for loving and instructing his children. Bcrjamfn Warfield has also charted _Jukes'
descendents. Wl’lat he found further suPPorts the (5) Gcncration Kulc‘

*— Warﬁc]cl was able to trace 540 oFJukcs‘ ancestors. T['\cb\ offera stunning contrast
to the E_dwards' 1cgac3. Omcjukcs' known dcsccndcnts, 310 died as paupers, at
least 150 were criminals (inclucling 7 murderers), more than 100 were drunkards and

half of his female descendents ended up as Prostitutcs.



"*— Of course this doesn't mean that people are simply a product of their parenting and

that who tl—lcy are is determined entirely by their ancestry. | here have been ma ny who

descended from men like Jukcs and overcame great obstacles to succeed. Othcrs
have come from ]oving homes like I~ dwards’ onlg to descend into a troubled

adulthood. But these are the cxccptions, not the rule.

Fractical Thcologb\ [ OOK S [ JKE in real time (rubber hits the road)
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